
FA L L  2 0 2 3  N E W S  M A G A Z I N E

guests can visit eight 
dining stations and dance to the hot, electrifying sounds of the 
Clarissa Serna Band, 6-9:30 pm, Friday, October 27, in the Gardens’ 
theme-lighted floral ambiance.

The popular evening also features valet service, butterfly releases, 
silent auction and take-all raffle table. Guests may browse Gardens 
exhibits, be charmed by several personable Animal Ambassadors, 
and enjoy a fire dancer during auction tally.

This colorful casual al fresco fundraiser celebrates its 15th 
anniversary, and acclaimed cornerstone orchid collection housed in 
the Samuel Jones Conservatory.

The activity-packed event, presented for the ninth year by CITGO, 
Corpus Christi Refinery, is timed around both peak orchid bloom 
and full moon!

Dining sponsors include: Texas Roadhouse, Brewster Street South, 
Hu Dat, Jason’s Deli, Hester’s Café, CRB P.O.E.T.S., Ginger Café and 
Chops & Eggs Hash House.

Drink stops with margaritas, beer, wine, signature botanical craft 
beer and non-alcoholic beverages are sponsored by L&F Distributors, 
B&J’s Pizza & Brewpub, Bob Paulson/Debbie Noble, ValueBank Texas.

EVENT CHAIRS are Callie Walker and Kitty Hommer. AUCTION CHAIRS 
Stephanie Riske and Lesley Cavazos (more on pages 2, 3).

Casual Garden Party  •  Multiple Dining & Beverage Stations  •  Silent Auction
CLARISSA SERNA BAND on stage!

Butterfly Release  •  Animal Ambassadors  •  Fire Dancer  •  Sponsorships, Tickets!
STXBOT.ORG  •  RESERVATIONS BY OCTOBER 23  •  361-852-2100

PLEASE JOIN US AT THE 15TH ANNIVERSARY

6-9:30 pm, Friday,
October 27, 2023

South Texas Botanical Gardens
8545 S. Staples St., Corpus Christi



Proud to be  
An Energy Star 
Certified Facility

C O M M I T T E E S
SPONSORS

Paulette Kluge
Michael Womack

AUC TION
Betty Thomas
B.J. Kershaw

Genny Hatton
DECORATIONS

Charlene Chesshir
June Herbst

Karen Easton
Patty Nuss

Gerry Heitkamp
Nan Bailey

STAGING / LOGISTICS
Joe Schenk

Holly Osborn
Don Albrecht

Alex Garcia
Larry Lysinger
Grounds Staff

ADMINISTRATION
Sammie Grunwald

Manette Scanio
MaryJane Crull

Kathie Waid
ANIMAL AMBASSADORS

BUTTERFLY RELEASE
Animal Care Staff

Education Staff, Volunteers
PHOTOGRAPHY

Debbie Noble

AUCTION CO-CHAIRS

2023 MOONLIGHT CO-CHAIRS

Callie Walker

Lesley Cavazos

Kitty Hommer

Stephanie Riske

See and purchase Sponsorship Opportunities / benefits,
single reservations $175 mbrs , $200 others, at

STXBOT.ORG. Or MaryJane or Michael, 361-852-2100,
mjc@stxbot.org, wmwomack@stxbot.org.

Even though we are a family
visitor attraction, since alcohol is

served at this after-dark,
outdoor event, we ask all guests

be at least age 18.
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CITGO Corpus Christi Refinery
PRESENTING SPONSOR

$3000+ SPONSORS
The Adler Family
Aransas-Corpus Christi Pilots
ArcelorMittal Texas
Cindy & Mike Boudloche
Hugh & Anne Dobson
Emily Anne’s Family Foundation
Fancher & Company CPAs
Hicks Automotive Group
Sam & Debbie Isaacs
Mike & B. J. Kershaw
Bob Paulison & Debbie Noble
Rally Credit Union

$1000+ SPONSORS
Corpus Christi Bonsai Club
First Community Bank
June & Steve Herbst
HOME2 Suites
Hunter & Melissa Hill
Dr. Dean & Kitty Hommer
Paulette & Max Kluge
Barbara Little
Lone Star TRS, LLC
Doctors McIntyre and Garza
ValueBank Texas
Callie Walker

IN-KIND EVENT SPONSORS
Brewster Street South

Chops & Eggs Hash House
Ginger Cafe

Hester’s Cafe
Hu-Dat

Jason’s Deli
CRB P.O.E.T.S.

Texas Roadhouse
B&J’s Pizza & Brewpub

L&F Distributors
H-E-B

Sherriff J.C. Hooper

$2000 SPONSORS
American Bank
Anonymous
Char & Cliff Atnip
Carlisle Insurance
Charlene Chesshir
Driscoll Children’s Hospital
Frost Bank
Gill Garden Center & Landscape Co.
Graf Plumbing, Inc.
Genny & Greg Hatton
Alexis & Honorable Todd Hunter
IBC Bank
Kenedy Memorial Foundation
Patty & Hank Nuss
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi
Texas A&M University-Kingsville
Betty & Lowell Thomas
Visit Corpus Christi

$5000+ SPONSORS
Joyce Barnette
Devary Durrill Foundation
Sally & James Gill
Hollon Safe Company
Amanda & Ken Kellar
KRIS Communications
Port of Corpus Christi
Valero

$10,000+ SPONSOR
LAS AGUILAS ENTERPRISE

CLARISSA SERNA

2023
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returns with four weekends of magical holiday cheer;
and a family of five Shelia Rogers’ Eco Christmas Trees!

November 24/25   •   December 1/2   •   8/9   •   15/16   •   22/23
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS, 5: 30-7: 30 pm

PHOTOS with Animals. . . . . . . . . . . Reservations 361-852-2100
TREES & LIGHTS.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-7:30
PHOTOS with SANTA. . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-7:30 Rose Pavilion
Holiday Cut-Out Photo Ops.. . . . . 6-7:30
Reptile Room Open.. . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-7:30 Visitors Center
HAYRIDES. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-7:30 Behind Pavilion
S’mores & Cocoa $5.. . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-7:30 Fire Pit

SATURDAYS, 12 Noon-7:30 pm

TREES & LIGHTS.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12-7:30
Holiday Cut-Out Photo Ops.. . . 12-7:30
Hay Maze. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12-6	 Monkey Mansion
PHOTOS with SANTA. . . . . . . . . . . 12-2, 6-7:30	 Pavilion
KIDS CRAFTS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12-2
PHOTOS with Reptiles. . . . . . . . . Reservations 361-852-2100
HAYRIDES. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12-2, 6-7:30	 Pavilion
PETTING ZOO.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12-5	 Behind Pavilion
S’mores & Cocoa $5.. . . . . . . . . . . 6-7:30	 Fire Pit

… and yes, the beautiful 20' fresh-cut, lighted fir tree which began this seasonal celebration will be back, donated again by board member 
Joyce Barnette. This centerpiece in the Rose Garden has found its way into many family photo memories, along with Santa, hayrides, petting 
zoo, several smaller themed trees in exhibits, and lighting displays growing each year.

Internationally-known environmental artist Shelia Rogers brings back our second Holly-Days symbol and recycling masterpiece, 
“Eco Christmas Tree”, created last year and recycled for 2023; and with it four smaller plastic bottle trees of different sizes! Originally funded 
by a City of Corpus Christi Arts & Cultural Commission grant, the Eco Christmas Tree family will anchor “Emerald Forest” in the Plumeria 
Garden, empty for winter.

, PRESENTED BY VALERO,
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SHELIA ROGERS’ SHELIA ROGERS’ Eco Christmas TreeEco Christmas Tree
now a family of five for HOLLY-DAYS!now a family of five for HOLLY-DAYS!
Fine art photographer and mixed media environmental artist Shelia Rogers gathered 
enough green plastic bottles over the year to create four more smaller trees, in 
addition to the 20' masterpiece constructed for 2022—making a bigger recycling 
statement for the Gulf Coast Capital!

Two new six-foot and two 10-foot trees make a family of five recycled green plastic 
bottle trees to fill the front half of the Plumeria Garden, empty for the winter while 
plumeria plants hibernate from the cold. All five are inwardly lit making a stunning 
photo opportunity after dark.

Earning her undergraduate degree at University of Texas, with post-graduate work 
in photography at Texas A&M-Corpus Christi, she also studied with artists in France, 
Hungary, India, Morocco, Russia, Spain, Washington, California, Santa Fe and New York.

“�The heart of my work is environmental advocacy, seductively 
exposing the real and devasting effects of plastic pollution in 
the world’s oceans,” says Rogers. While raising awareness of 
this issue, she says, “Don’t throw it away, use it another way!”
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Nationally-known birding and nature 
photography guide, author and owner of 
Avocet Birding Courses, will give the keynote 
address for Birdiest Festival in America April 26!

An avid birder for 30 years, Cameron’s passion is teaching others about birds and nuances of bird identification. 
He is owner and instructor for Avocet Birding Courses; coauthor of The Peterson Reference Guide to Seawatching 
and forthcoming North American Terns, a Photographic Guide, as well as articles on shorebird and waterfowl 
identification.

Cameron did not discover his love of neotropical birding until his early 30s, now trying to make up for lost 
time with numerous trips to Costa Rica and an extended period counting migrating hawks at Canopy Tower 
in Panama. He, his wife and their small herd of dogs and cats split time between coastal Oregon and South 
Texas’ Rio Grande Valley.

BFIA number seven is April 24-28, plus pre-trip and post-trip. Watch for details of Cameron’s keynote address and register early!

REGISTRATION OPENS ONLINE DECEMBER 1, at BIRDIESTFESTIVAL.ORG.

One hundred twenty bales of hay have arrived to build the third Hay Maze, with partner Ocean Drive Garden Club. After maze set-up, the 
Garden Club decorates elaborately for Halloween, then changes themes for the Christmas Holidays (below). Opening day is October 21.

Youngsters’ sense of direction is 
challenged by the twists and turns, even 
though the maze is only one bale high, 
so parents can keep track of kids while 
inside. Lots of seasonal photo ops await.

This hay-mazing adventure is included 
in general admission. The Gardens is open 
9 am to 6 pm daily, except Thanksgiving 
Day, Christmas Eve and Day.

Say “good night” to plumeria plants; “thank you” to Plumeria Society!
For one last look at this year’s outstanding plumeria bloom, visit before Saturday, November 4, when the Plumeria Society of South Texas 
strips leaves, followed by green-housing for winter dormancy November 11. Some of this season’s most beautiful blooms are shown here. 
November 18, the Holly-Days Eco Christmas Tree collection (see p 5) will begin assembly.

Tell the kids — HAY MAZE opens October 21 
sponsored by Ocean Drive Garden Club, Botanical Gardens!

Cameron Cox

announces 2024 Keynote speaker!
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Education Station remodel includes new floors, paint, skirting!

For water-saving tips, visit
www.cctexas.com/conserve

Save water, 
today and every day, 

for tomorrow

Of the two modular buildings new in 
2012, Education Station gets far more 
wear and tear than the Administration 
Building across the deck. Kids, rentals, 
camps, board meetings, school field trips, 
kids, kids, kids . . . left their mark on the 
tile flooring installed when built.

Thanks to grants from the Earl C. Sams 
Foundation and Port of Corpus Christi, 
Education Station now has the newest 
look in commercial grade grooved gray 
vinyl floor planks, new paint colors on all 
walls, new skirting outside and newly-
painted doors. Vinyl cushioned chairs remain in good 
condition. The Prentiss Butterfly Collection remains on the 
west wall of the classroom.

In progress is a 6-foot walkway from the new parking 
area around the building to the ADA ramp leading up to 
the deck, designed for field trip bus drop-offs.

Permanently surfacing the lower Oso Creek Loop Trail, 
accessed at the far end of the Wetland Awareness Boardwalk, 
is expected to begin after an anticipated December permit 
decision from the Texas State Historical Commission, 
following completion of an October archeologist survey.

Trail surfacing will meet ADA requirements, provide 
emergency access to lowland creek areas, better birding 
opportunity and trail walking for exercise, as well as keep 
it from grassing over and washing away after heavy rain.

The project was funded roughly three years ago by a 
Texas Parks & Wildlife Department grant, partially matched 
by City of Corpus Christi “Type B” funding with assistance 
from Mayor Paulette Guajardo.

The unexpected archeologist survey was required based 
on known Native American campsite activity along Oso 
Creek, and the burial ground east of Staples now owned by 
the Archeological Conservancy. During Covid, survey bids 
came in high, delaying project permitting.

Long-waited Oso Loop Trail
surfacing permit expected
after archeological survey
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Connect with us: portofcc.com

37,803
POUNDS
of material recycled by the 

Port of Corpus Christi in 2022

  Free General Admission (12 months)
  American Horticulture Society RECIPROCAL ADMISSION PROGRAM  
(FREE admission to 350 Gardens in US ) listing at www.ahsgardening.org/rap

  10% Discount at: �Turner’s Gardenland
(with valid STBGNC Member Card & ID) (excludes labor, sale items)
�Feathered Friends & Co. (excludes birds)

  �FREE Better Homes & Gardens  OR  
Martha Stewart Living Magazine Subscription

  10% Discount at Nature’s Boutique year-round (STBGNC Gift Shop)
  10% Discount at  BIG BLOOM Plant Sale
  Substancial Class & Kids Camp Discounts
( most Saturday seminars free for members)

  Facilities Rental Privileges
  Newsletter    ■    Event Invitations    ■    Window Decal

	   Renewal or Former Member	    New Member

*   ( Couple, Family: Must be Same Household )
*   *   ( Grandparents: Includes grandchildren / greatgrandchildren under age 18  )

Age 60 + /Active Military may take 10% off 
the membership level of their choice

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	 NAMES (S) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	 STREET ADDRESS

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	 CITY	 STATE	 ZIP

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	 PHONE (S)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	 E-MAIL

AMT $_ ________________________	 CASH________________________ 	 CK#______________________________

  MC	   Visa	   DISCOVER	   AMX

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ACCT # 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	 NAME ON ACCT

_____________________________________________________ 	 _ _____________________________________________________

	 EXPIRATION	 3 DIGIT SECURITY CODE 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	 SIGNATURE

PLEASE MAIL TO:   �South Texas Botanical Gardens 
8545 S. Staples St.   ■   Corpus Christi, Texas 78413

Member Information PLEASE PRINT

ALSO JOIN ONLINE, WWW.STXBOT.ORG

PHOTOGRAPHER MEMBERSHIP, for you & c l i e n t s - $ 1 5 0 / ye a r !

Membership Categor y MARK SELEC TION

  Individual	 $	 35
  Couple *	 $	 50
  Family *	 $	 75
  Grandparent **	 $	 75
  Sustaining	 (  Family or GP + 2 guests )	 $	 100
  Supporting	 (  Family or GP + 4 guests )	 $	 250
  Patron	 (  Family or GP + 6 guests )	 $	 500
  Benefactor	 (  Family or GP + 10 guests )	 $	1000

MEMBERSHIP: What you get • How to join! Admission, Memberships rise
slightly; first increases since 2019!
If you’re a member, your membership became more valuable 
October 1st, when admission increased a dollar for all levels.

Here’s the new general admission fees:
	 ADULTS 13-59	 $	 10
	 ADULTS 60+ / ACTIVE MILITARY / COLLEGE	 $	 8
	 YOUTH 3 -12	 $	 6
	 UNDER 3, MEMBERS	 Free
	 DOGS on LEASHES	 Free

November 1, Memberships also will rise, but we think 
our many benefits, especially the 360 RECIPROCAL GARDENS, 

more than compensate.
See those benefits (left) in the membership form, (which still 

contains current rates), making joining now a great deal!
Here’s November 1 new member rates:

	 INDIVIDUAL	 $	 40
	 COUPLE (same household)	 $	 60
	 FAMILY (same household)	 $	 90
	 GRANDPARENTS	 $	 90
	 SUSTAINING	 $	 125
	 No Change
	 SUPPORTING	 $	 250
	 PATRON	 $	 500
	 BENEFACTOR	 $	1000

Both admission and membership support operations, 
which has gone up like everything else the past three years.

Thank you for supporting your Botanical Gardens!
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EDUCATION, EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENT

ANIMAL ANTICS
See Visitors Center Reptile Room, Open Daily!

Visit at least four parrots in outdoor enclosures, daily, 
weather permitting.

R E P-T A L E S
Saturdays, Sundays, 10:30 am

Meet, pet, learn about, purchase food to feed
Resident Reptiles. With trainers, usually on Festival Lawn.

ADULT CLASS PROTOCOL!
RESERVATIONS, Zoom Links, 361-852-2100.

Classes free with Membership, Admission – or $5.

(ALL SATURDAY CLASSES, 9:30 -10:30 AM)

November 4:  PREPARING YOUR LANDSCAPE FOR WINTER
Learn ways to get ready for cold weather to help plants and yard 
survive a freeze as you glean insights from knowledge and experiences 
of Nueces Master Gardener Renee Brown and Nueces County Extension 
Horticulture Agent Kevin Gibbs.

November 11:  BACKYARD GREENHOUSES 
Nueces Master Gardeners Kim Tessanne and Renee Brown will walk 
you through pros and cons of various backyard greenhouse options 
to help you pick a solution that will work best for you.

MOONLIGHT IN THE GARDENS
Friday, October 27, 6-9:30 pm
“Moonlight” patrons will enjoy a moonlit evening al fresco with 8 
delicious dining stations, 4 beverage stops, THE CLARISSA SERNA 
BAND, silent auction, winter take all Raffle Table, a Fire Dancer, lots 
of friends and fun. Once again, presented by CITGO, Corpus Christi—
with dozens of Gardens Stewardship sponsors supporting Gardens 
maintenance and upgrades throughout this year! (see pp 1-3)

HOLLY DAYS at the GARDENS
November 24/25 • December 1/2 • 8/9 • 15/16 • 22/23
4 holiday weekends celebrating joys of the season with a beautiful 20’ 
fresh-cut lighted fir tree and 5 recycled Shelia Rogers ECO CHRISTMAS 
TREES made of green plastic bottles!
FRIDAY EVENINGS — 6 - 7:30 pm Lighting displays, trees, hayrides, 
cocoa, cider, s’mores over fire pits—SANTA!
SATURDAYS, 12-7:30 pm — SANTA, holiday photo ops, hay rides, kids’ 
crafts, petting zoo, animal ambassadors. Most activities covered by 
admission. Presented by VALERO. (see pp 4/5 for details)

MEMBERS HOLIDAY SALE!
Friday, November 3 through Sunday, December 31. All your favorites, 
and generous selection of new merchandise and books— all 20% 
off for members. Beat Black Friday, avoid Holiday shopping crowds, 
find unique merchandise in relaxed, intimate setting with reasonable 
prices! NOT A MEMBER???? Purchase your membership before you 
shop. GIFT MEMBERSHIPS make great gifts to enjoy all year. Open daily 
9 am to 6 pm, CLOSED Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Eve, Christmas.

WINTER LECTURES
Our annual Winter Lecture Series returns, Wednesdays, 9:30 am, 
in Education Station. Learn valuable unique lessons in South Texas 
environmental horticulture, with a cup of coffee!
Free for Members, or Gardens general admission, $5 others.
Reservations required. 361-852-2100.

JAN 24	 Vermicomposting
	 Donna Gonzales, Nueces Master Gardener
JAN 31	 Plan Now for Butterfly Gardens
	 Michael Womack, Ed.D. Executive Director
FEB 7	 Foliage: Adding Color w/o Flowers
	 Whitney Lance, Landscape Specialist
FEB 14	 Favorite Succulents
	 Norma Hernandez, NMG Succulent Team
FEB 21	 Fruit Trees for South Texas
	 Renee Brown, Nueces Master Gardener
FEB 28	 Improving Soil Health: Testing, Fertilizing
	 Kevin Gibbs, Nueces Co Ext Agent Horticulture

February 3:  SPRING PRUNING & CLEAN-UP
Master Gardener Renee Brown provides a list and timing for spring 
chores, including post-winter pruning, staking, fertilizing, mulching, 
and more.

February 10:  SPRING ROSES 101
Rose Society Members Gaynell Torgerson & Betty Whitt 
give practical advice on selecting & planting new roses 
& how to prune & fertilize existing rose bushes for best 
spring bloom.

February 17:  SPRING VEGGIE PRIMER. Start With A Plan!
Nueces Master Gardeners Mary Sherwood & Susan Gonzales help 
both novice & experienced gardeners select great vegetable varieties, 
planning & preparing the garden plot to increase production & 
minimize pest & disease problems.

February 24:  ADDING CURB APPEAL. Making Heads Turn. 
Landscape Designer Kathy Hubner, Gill Garden Center & Landscape 
Co., gives professional insights on transforming a boring landscape 
into the envy of all the neighbors.

March 2:  TURF 101: The Grass Is Always Greener.
Nueces County Extension Horticulture Agent Kevin Gibbs presents 
best turf options for our area & practical tips on a greener, healthier 
lawn--mowing, fertilization, disease control.

March 9:  SHARING YOUR FAVORITE PLANTS. Propagation Tips. 
Learn to start more plants to use in your landscape or share with 
friends, with Nueces Master Gardener & Plant Propagation Specialist 
Renee Brown.
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EDUCATION, EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENT
(continued)

Apr 6: BIG BLOOM Plant Sale, GARDEN FESTIVAL!
Annual MEGA-PLANT SALE, 10 am-5 pm, MEMBERS enter at 9 am, 
hundreds of plants, family eco-activities, $2 Community Day Entrance 
Fee. Hundreds of plant varieties, orchids, plumeria, bromeliads, 
Tropicals, xeriscape. Butterfly and Ladybug Releases, Animal 
Ambassadors, VENDOR BOOTHS, food trucks.

NEW MINI ANIMAL ENCOUNTERS
Fun interactions with 3 Animal Ambassadors! Guests hold each 
animal, gives them snacks, take photos in a private setting!

Up to 6 people 15 minutes $40 (plus general admission)
Additional people or animals can be arranged if scheduled in 
advance, additional fees apply.
•  Price is for groups, plus Gardens admissions per person.
•  $5 package discount for Gardens members.
•  Limited spots available each day.
•  Hands/arms clean, free of repellants, sunscreens.
Scheduling, questions: dedrab@stxbot.org, 361-852-2100

MEET OUR NEWEST ANIMAL AMBASSADORS
You may be thinking ‘beauty & the beast’, but Jack, a 12-year-old 
Texas Indigo Snake, 6' 8" long, is a very well-behaved ambassador 
donated by Black Pearl Reptiles. We have a TPWD permit for Jack
and several other native animals.
Arya, 14-year-old Moluccan Cockatoo had the entire staff in love 
with her on day one! She loves to chat, sing and laugh!

YOUTH FIELD TRIP OPTIONS
Schools & Youth Groups; Self-Directed & Directed Options. 
Visit the Gardens & Nature Center—Learn about Butterflies, 
Reptiles, Parrots, more!

A. SELF-DIRECTED FIELD TRIP:
PRE-K through GRADE 5 $7 / student
GRADES 6 through 12 $8 / student
Start at Visitor Center with map, PICK destinations!

B. DIRECTED FIELD TRIP:
PRE-K through GRADE 5 $10 / student
GRADES 6 through 12 $12 / student
Choose Gardens & Nature Center areas for students’
experience. Staff/volunteers available for Q/A.

C. �DIRECTED FIELD TRIP with CUSTOMIZED SCIENCE LESSON, 
NATURE CRAFT, or BOTH!
PRE-K through GRADE 5 Starts $14 / student
GRADES 6 through 12 Starts $16 / student

Minimum Field Trip is 12 students. $5 Adult Chaperones.
Activities subject to weather, availability.

Field Trip Descriptions, Questionnaire,
RESERVATIONS, Nature Fun Bag information,

email brendae@stxbot.org.

SCOUT ADVENTURE PATCH SESSIONS
FOR GIRL & BOY SCOUTS!

PATCH SUBJECTS:
BIRDS, REPTILES,
BUTTERFLIES,TRAILS, GARDENS;
& each scout also receives
CIRCLE ADVENTURE PATCH!

Each patch session includes age-appropriate hands-on activities 
such as building a bird-feeder, learning care of reptiles, 

interacting with live butterflies/caterpillars, 
trail walks, planting native plants, more!

Snacks, take-homes included. Minimum 6 Scouts.
UPCOMING PATCH SESSION DATES:

Saturdays, November 11 or 18;
11am-1 pm, or 2-4 pm.

$30 per Scout, each session.

MORE YOUTH EDUCATION available during the year:
Summer Camps, Home School Program Series,

Pre-School Awareness Activities.

Contact: Brendae@stxbot.org for info, registration forms
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Bandit	 Checkered Garter Snake	 Manda & Jason Ettlinger

Tyler & Richardson	 Baby Texas Tortoises	 Ryan & Simone Tobin

A J & Chili	 Green-cheeked Conures	 Ryan & Simone Tobin

Rio	 Blue Gold Macaw	 Adela Casiano

Uboo	 Sun Conure	 Ann Snuggs

GRANTS, 
LARGE DONATIONS
C��ity of Corpus Christi 
Hotel Occupancy Tax

C�ity of Corpus Christi 
Arts & Cultural Commission

C�oastal Bend Community 
Foundation

Earl C. Sams Foundation
Kenedy Memorial Foundation
Port of Corpus Christi
Valero
“MOONLIGHT” Donors (page 3)

CONTRIBUTIONS
Brenda & Connor Bishop
Rush Camp
Eve Coberly
Kenneth Canall
Amy Lupo & Famly
Marian & Paul Raible
Ocean Drive Garden Club

IN-KIND DONORS
Black Pearl Reptiles
Branded by Web Design,
Aletia Stewart
Corpus Christi Caller-Times
KRIS Communications
KIII TV 3
KLUX FM Radio
KCTA Radio
KSAT TV, San Antonio
KEDT Public Television
Lowes
MDR Advertising
Nueces Master Gardeners
P�lumeria Society 
of South Texas

SafeGuard Mini Storage
Safeguard Security
Sam’s Club
Texas Master Naturalists
Adel Casiano
Brenda Bishop
Candace Tidmore
Grace Lopez
Clara Trainer
Karen Easton
Nan Bailey
June Herbst
Universal Specialties

MEMORIALS
R�ene Castillo
	 T�eresa & James Revell 

& Family
Shelly Smith Morales
	 Staff at Half Price Books
	 Lisa Cooper Malesky
Wesley Swift
	 Dixie & Rollin Smith
Ann Vaughn
	 Sara & Perry Winston
	 Karen Zegub

CORPORATE MEMBERS
$2,000
CITGO
$1,000
Valero
$500
B�randed by Web Design
G�ill Garden Center + 
Landscape Co.

MDR Advertising
$250
Aquaria Services
PHOTOGRAPHER
M�arisol Bynum & 

Joe Gabriel Urdiales Photography
Faithful Witness Photography
Crystal Lail Photography
Shoocha Photography

CLUB/SOCIETY
Island Gardeners
L�a Leche League of Corpus Christi 
- AM

N�ative Plant Society of Texas- 
So Texas Chapter

Plumeria Society of South Texas
Port Aransas Garden Club

NEW MEMBERS
PATRON
Sally & James Gill

SUSTAINING
William & Denise Beaman
Cathy & Kyle Hosek
Farrah & Ryan Hunt
Shanna & Adam Johnson
Jeff & Lisa King
Christina & Jeremy Lee
Maria & Zach Mossman
Teresa Weischwill

FAMILY
Janell Arenas
Cynthhia & Richard Barraza
Sarah Morales & Andrew Bazan
Joe & Estelle Broyles
M�ichelle Clements & 

Michael Crrasco
Scott & Jordynn Carter
Natalie & Mark Castillo
Allison & Samuel Colomb
Stephanie & Allen Dunne
Jason & Juliana Fila
Margaret & Edgar Flores
Mohammad Emran & Ranih Hana
Bill & Karen Harden
Kristeen & Jordan Kidd
C�hristopher Wertheim & 
Allie Lammers

Bridgette & Phillip Melton
Rebecca & Fred Peters
Delia & Chris Puebla
Jermila & Carlos Quiroz
Tatiana Holguin & Mauricio Romero
Lindy & Daniel Ruiz
Georgia & Mathew Thamaravelil
Nicholas & Brandee Torres
Caitlin & Roger D Uvalle

GRANDPARENTS
Kim & Robert Gonzales
Richard & Nada Martin
Jessica Rodriguez & Adam Sanchez

COUPLE
Carolyn Barnes & Yvonne Brenan
Renee & Mark Buentello

Diane Limon & Armando Casas
Brittany & Chase Cline
Jerry & Shari Davila
G�abrielle Salcido & 
Beniah de la Garza

Mark & Andrea Del Fierro
Luis & Cynthia Evaro
Barbara Shurte & James Gold
Jared & Zaida Gomez
Juliana & David Guerreiro
Glenn D & Lynda Guillory
Elizabeth Chabin & Lee Hayden
Jayne Kading
Dan Kelly
Janie & Bud Kittle
Beatriz P & Kristian Kraljevic
Jonathan Brotzman & Zoe LaFleur
Alex & Martha Landry
Terry & Kelleen Little
Kamron & Alyssa Loyd
Kimber & Blake Maughan
Susanna & Barry McBee
Michael & Patty McCall
Ursula & Carlos Mendieta
Kevin Ferrall & Elissa Meyer
R�oohi Ramahandran & 
Sharmila Murthy

Pamela & William Pavot

Susan Ochoa & Patricia Perez
Michele & Christopher Roberts
Kim Becerra & Salvador 
Sanchez
L�eanna Gonzalez & 
Rian Scarborough

L�inda Schaeffer & 
Ray Singleton

C�hristian J Sanchez & 
Jaiden M Smear

Jillian & Vincente Souchet
Jennifer & Michael Staff
Cathy & Steve Steger
Jesus & Candace Suarez
Joseph & Erica Tamez
Eric & Alexis Tello
J�onathan & 
Anelly Sanchez-Torres

Christin Vega & Kennedi Walker
Charles & Sandra Whetstone

INDIVIDUAL
Jessica Baker
Jayce Banda
Daniela Bergmann
Suzy Buchanan
Rose Carrillo
Rose Cavazos
Deanna Chavez
Belinda Clifton

Alexis Coronado
Becky Dally
Leslie Davis
Linda Fielder
Vicente Figueroa
Tillie Garza
Nancy Hickman
Ashley Houfek
Blake John
Mary Johnson
Tammy Johnson
Linda Kane
Gail Kinnamon
Barbara Maughan
Carrie Nichols
Anne Olson
Shital Patel
Nan Phillinger
Oresta Ramirez
Marie K Ripley
Amanda Rodriguez
Rick Salas
Sicara Seraphina
Paige Smith
Maxine Snapka
Kate Tillotson
Angie K Torres
Jazmine Votzmeyer
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OPEN DAILY, 9am - 6pm  (except Thanksgiving Day, December 24, 25)    ■    8545 S. Staples St.   ■   Corpus Christi, Texas 78413    ■    361-852-2100    ■    Fax 361-852-7875
WWW.STXBOT.ORG     ■        Facebook.com/stxbot     ■         SouthTexasBotanicalGardens     ■        So TX  Botanical  Gdns     ■    
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Non Profit Org.
US Postage

PAID
Permit No. 1127

Corpus Christi, TX 78469

8545 S. Staples St.
Corpus Christi, Texas
78413

MOONLIGHT 
in the GARDENS

6-9:30 pm, Friday, October 27
(pp 1-3 )

HAY MAZE opens
Saturday, October 21

(p 6 )

HOLLY-DAYS 
at the GARDENS

Nov 24/25, Dec 1/2, 8/9, 15/16
( pp 4/5 )

Education volunteers created this artistic fall décor 
for Sensory Garden visitors!

We always enjoy spotlighting our volunteers! This slightly spooky fall season, Education volunteers Candy Tidmore, Brenda Bishop, 
Adel Casiano and Karen Easton designed fun fall-ish décor in the Sensory Garden area creating photo ops for guests! Other Education 
volunteers helping regularly with education and maintaining the Sensory Garden and Butterfly Hill include Grace Lopez and Clara Trainer.


